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The Benefits Why Cover Crops?
of Cover Crops — ¥

Earthworm activity increases greatly
Increase Earthworm populations with use of cover crops...the goal...
: 8+ worms/shovel full
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The benefits of Cover Crops- The benefits of Cover Crops-
Erosion Control Nutrient Sequestration




1/6/2012

Ohio Data on Nitrogen content of Indiana Data on Nitrogen content of
Radishes — fall 2011 Radishes —fall 2011
. . Growing with peas -with Growine with cri
Radish (planted with Rye w/ manure) LR e ‘I’"’l"“ir;'::a'“"ls:;
. Tops = 130# N/ac applied manure (no-till)

(plowed ground)

The benefits of Cover Crops- The benefits of Cover Crops-
Community learning Increase Soil Aeration and Percolation
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Soil Aeration and Percolation is greatly Soil Aeration and Percolation is Improved
improved with cover crops with Radishes (29” deep tap root)
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Cover Crops Provide Nitrogen
Production
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N-Producers...for instance...
Crimson Clover

Advantages
* Has produced up to 144 } \
units of N/acre within Y / \

Roots + Nutrients + Worms =
Healthier Soils

N-Producers...for instance...
Crimson Clover

Cover Crops Build Soil Organic Matter
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Crimson Clover roots...found 34” deep Roots from Annual Ryegrass and
spring 2011 (in sandy loam soil) Cereal Rye spring 2011 (56” deep)
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Cover Crops provide LOTS of “coffee-
shop” conversation topics

Healthy Cover Crops = Healthier Soils

Rockford, OH area 5

Corn planted into 3 = S Yielded ~ 215 bu./a
Groundbreaker Mix 2 3 L0 \ in 2011

& volunteer wheat >

What they are saying at the coffee As of last week... “wow, that’s the best
shop...”wow, that’s good corn!” corn around here!”
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More coffee shop talk...
“he’s doin” what?”

Holding Nitrogen from Manure...

Effects from Annual Ryegrass
APIE N '

Holding Nutrients from manure-2

Better yields...better silage! No good deals on cheap seed...
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What Will Work For You?

* How are you going to manage fertility?
L] i ?

N-Vest™ Cover Crops

S D AR e ve—— CL ) 5 or
e S e A Smart N-Vestment in the future of your farm
Available through:
PLANT COVER CROPS e it

Learning about the benefits of planting cover crops. ot 58

Older Enries »
Subsaibe now
& receive four

What if a cover crop dies over the winter...was

o " Crops Helps
it still valuable? ) Charts, which ]
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