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THURSDAY, JANUARY 22,
2015 SHORT COURSES

RIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2015
HORT COURSES

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2015
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 2015

PRACTICAL FARMERS UPDATE

Join us at 4:45 pm Friday for the latest on Practical Farmers| programming, nnances,
stacgng and more (before the IMap of My Kingdomj performance at 5:30 pm).

PRACTICAL FARMERS POTLUCK

A FREE festive event to catch up with old friends and meet new ones. Please bring
food and/or beverages to share. Note: There are limited outlets for crockpots, but
refrigeration will be available starting Friday morning. Practical Farmers will provide
bratwurst (plus condiments), water and tableware. Thank you to Niman Ranch for
donating bratwurst. Potluck Party Hosts: Donna Prizgintas and Lonna Nachtigal from
the JDonnalLonna Kitchen Show.}

Held at CPMI Event Center, 2321 North Loop Drive in Ames (just a few blocks from Best
Western Hotel)

BREAKFAST MEETINGS

Join us for a FREE Saturday breakfast, along with stimulating discussion on a
variety of topics.

MAPPING OUR FUTURE
Where are we? Where do we want to go?

In this spot on Earth called lowa, soil maps reveal some of the highest quality topsoils
in the world. Rainfall charts and physical maps show plentiful water (usually) that others
envy. But on other maps our nngers follow routes of unsustainable erosion levels from
uncovered soil and tile lines. Still other maps show rapidly declining biodiversity.

We need to draw Yowals map anew, so that z from the Mississippi to the Missouri z our
state is nlled with an agriculture that supports farms prized for their diversity of crops
and livestock, food that is celebrated, and communities alive with diverse connections
between farmers and friends of farmers.

The 2015 Annual Conference will foster discussion on longer crop rotations, cover crops,
pollinator habitat, weather resiliency, soil preservation, perennial crops, diverse crop
mixes and irrigation. We will also explore how to tackle low pront margins and volatile
market prices, and how to chart a prontable future. Learn from discussions between
beginning farmers navigating future farming careers, and experienced farmers helping
them reach their destinations through farm succession, mentorship and education.

Find your way to Practical Farmersl 2015 Annual Conference, settle in and set your path.

Bring a poster about anything that will
interest members: Share your farm, your
research and demonstration projects,
your lessons learned! No proprietary
products, please.

Please donate baked goods,
farm-raised products, hand-crafted items,
books, farm supplies and more!

This conference will feature a photo
display of PFi membersl| farms. Please
email photos — of crops, animals,
machinery, pets, kids, food, gardens and
more — to tamsyn@practicalfarmers.org
by January 5.



PLAY PERFORMANCE

Fifty-six percent of lowa farmland is owned
by people over the age of 65, according to
a report by retired Yowa State University
economist Mike DuFy, dFarmland
Ownership and Tenure Report in lowa
2012.§ Thirty percent of lowa farmland is
owned by those more than 75 years old.

Who's going to get the farm? And what are
they going to do with it? Will your future
plans for your land create harmony or
strife for your family? Or have you even
started to think that far ahead? iMap of My
Kingdom,j a play commissioned by Practical
Farmers of lowa and written by lowals

Mary Swander, tackles the critical issue of
land transition. in the play, Angela Martin,

a lawyer and mediator in land transition
disputes, shares stories of how farmers and
landowners she has worked with over the
years approached their land successions.
Some families almost came to blows,
struggling to resolve the sale or transfer of
their land, dissolving relationships. Others
found peacefully rational solutions that
focused not only on the viability of the
family, but also of the land.

The former Poet Laureate of lowa, Mary
Swander is the co-founder of AgArts, a
national organization designed to imagine
and promote healthy food systems through
the arts. She has published widely in

all genres, with 13 books to her credit.
Her plays include Driving the Body Back,
Dear lowa, Farmscape and Vang which
have toured the country and appeared
on public television. She performed
Farmscape at the request of Secretary
of Agriculture Tom Vilsack at the USDA
headquarters. Swander lives in an old
Amish schoolhouse where she grows all
her own food. She is the descendant of
Irish immigrants who homesteaded in
lowa and handled four generations of
land transition.

SHORT COURSES
Short Courses run January 22, 1-7 pm
and January 23, 8-11:30 am

TELL YOUR STORY:
THE FARM LEGACY LETTER

Come document what matters most about
your farm. You will leave this course having
written or recorded a Jfarm legacy letter j
capturing farm memories along with your
values and hopes for your farmis future.
Hear two PFi members share their letters,
then use yours to help guide your legal
and nnancial farm transition. Limited to
20 participants. Led by PFl staF and the
PFI farm transitions committee.

Vic Madsen, his wife Cindy and son
Eric raise neld crops, beef cattle, hogs,
chickens and aronia berries. They have
farmed in Audubon County since 1975.

Chris Henning lives in Cooper and is the
farm manager of 320 acres of farmland
she owns in Greene County. She has a
50-50 crop share arrangement on about
165 acres of the farmland; the restis in
timber, a pond and the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP).

CHRIS HENNING

HEALTHY SOIL FOR HEALTHY CROPS

Soil health describes the capacity of a

soil to function as a vibrant living ecosystem
that sustains plants, animals and humans.
We'll explore the dynamic components
of healthy soils: stability and support,
nutrient cycling, water regulation and
biodiversity. Navigate ways to assess your
soils and manage your land to improve soil
function. Discover how to optimize crop
production now while building soil for the
future!

Cindy Cambardella is a soil scientist
at the USDA National Laboratory for
Agriculture and the Environment.

Mike Castellano is an agronomy
professor at (SU. His research focuses on
biogeochemical cycling and

nutrient transport within soil.

Rick Cruse is an assistant agronomy
professor at lowa State University (ISU).
His research involves peld and laboratory
research in soil and crop management,
applied soil physics and soil fertility.

Andrew Hoiberg oversees research
and product development for Calcium
Products, focusing on product evaluation
and developing a science-based soil
amendment recommendation system.
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