
Herbicide Use May Restrict  
Options for Cover Crops

For more information:
(start here and then read the product label to double check)
 
Iowa State University
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Product/Herbicide-use-may-
restrict-grazing-options-for-cover-crops
 

University of Wisconsin
http://www.mccc.msu.edu/states/Wisconsin/2014_Factsheet_
HerbicideRotationRestrictions.pdf

Penn State
http://extension.psu.edu/plants/crops/soil-management/cover-
crops/herbicide-persistence/herbicide-carryover-table

1. Herbicide residues may prevent successful  
establishment of the cover crop(s)

2. Some herbicide residues could be detected in 
meat and milk products 

• Follow label restrictions: The label is the law! 
• Examples of herbicides with short grazing  

restrictions: Basagran and Harmony (do not graze 
or cut fields treated for at least 30 days after last 
treatment) 

• Look for less restrictive herbicides or alternative 
cover crop species 
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Plant corn Post application of herbicide Plant cover 
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Harvest 
corn

Graze cover 
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*Check label for grazing 
restrictions before applying

Timeline for Success

*Always think about rotational restrictions before purchasing herbicides.
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Herbicide label example: 
Flexstar

Source: http://www.syngentacropprotection.com/current-label/Flexstar%20GT%203.5


