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Lease Considerations for Grazing Cover Crops on
Non-Owned Land

In a Nutshell

* Cover crops are gaining popularity

* Livestock farmers see the green on
their neighbors’ cornfields, and think
“that it'd make their cattle happy.”

* Grazing cover crops is popular in more
small-grain-friendly areas like the
Dakotas. Could it work in Iowa?

¢ Cover crop sharing can benefit
both row crop farmer and grazier —
providing organic matter for the soil
and for fodder — but there are a few
obstacles to making the arrangement
work.

* The major legal and logistical
issues are described and potential
arrangements or solutions are
disccused in this handout

Background

Cover crops benefit the soil on
crop ground by protecting against
erosion and contributing to soil
organic matter. The aboveground
biomass also is a potential feed
for cattle. However, not every crop
farmer has cattle, and not every
cattleman grows crops as well. With
adequate planning, it is possible to
develop an arrangement between
the two farms, so that cover crops
can be utilized for both their soil
and livestock benefits.
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Cattle graze winter wheat planted into corn stover in Greene County, lowa.
Photo courtesy of Bill Frederick.

To avoid disputes later down the
road, such an arrangement should
be documented as a written
contract. Concerns to address
include things such as wet springs
that cause delays in grazing and
planting and increase the likelihood
of soil compaction, aberrant weather
that may prevent sufficient forage
growth, and to determine who
pays for different portions of the
cover cropping. It's important for
all parties involved in the cropping
and grazing operations to discuss

rights, responsibilities, and “what ifs”
for the planned agreement. Simply
following a sample grazing or land
lease may not adequately address
the variability of cover crop grazing.
Below are some issues that should
be considered when developing
leases to graze cover crop acres.
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Land use and management

Cattle management

Cover crop establishment and management
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Some other considerations

Some situations and possible arrangements

Bottom Line

These questions and issues are provided for educational purposes. Farmers
and graziers interested in developing such a contract are encouraged to
seek legal advice from a licensed attorney. This resource should help you
negotiate with the other party, whether the farmer or the grazier, and to be
prepared to explain the circumstances and concerns to a legal professional.

Cereal rye
seeded into
standing corn,
will be grazed
following corn
harvest.
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Practical Farmers of Iowa

Founded in 1985, Practical Farmers
of Iowa includes a diverse group of
1,500 farmers and friends of farmers.
Corn, soybeans, beef cattle and hay
are the top enterprises for Practical
Farmers members, although many
have other operations, including
fruits and vegetables. Our nonfarmer
members believe that farmers can
provide multiple benefits to society,
including food and fiber, but also
clean air and water and biodiversity
on the land.

Our mission is to advance profitable,
ecologically sound, and community-
enhancing approaches to agriculture
through farmer-led investigation and
information sharing.
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