
Matching the Hybrid and the Year
Some corn hybrids are like racehorses, impressive but temperamental. Richard and Sharon 
Thompson (Boone) are finding that a hybrid that excels at one spot in the crop rotation may not do so 
well elsewhere in the cycle. Corn appears twice in one of the crop rotations used on the Thompson farm, 
once after mixed grass-legume hay and again two years later after soybeans. The hay leaves more 
nitrogen in the soil than does the soybean crop, plus more manure is applied before the first-year corn 
than ahead of the second year of corn in the rotation. This means there are different growing 
environments for the two crops of corn. In 2005 Richard Thompson grew five hybrids following soybeans 
in a replicated trial (Table 6, click to view). The clear winner was a hybrid that had lodged (leaned) 
noticeably when grown after hay in 2004. The lodging may have been a combination of variety and the 
richer nitrogen environment after hay/manure.
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Table 6. Thompson Hybrid Rotation Position Trial
Treatment “A” Treatments “B” Treatment “C”

Cooperator Crop
Previous 
crop

Yield 
Significance Description

Yield 
(bu. Or T) Stat.

TRT 
Costs $ Benefit Description

Yield 
(bu. Or T) Stat.

TRT 
Costs $ Benefit Description

Yield
(bu. Or T) Stat.

TRT 
Costs $ Benefit

Thompson Corn Soybeans * p-33B51 213.2 b ($42.29)C-4903B 204.9 b ($42.29)P-33P67 229.8 a $42.29 
p33B55 208.5 b ($42.29)
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