
Organic Equipment and Weed Control for Beginners
Scott Ausborn- Ida Grove, IA





Farm Overview

 600 acres tillable, Galva silty clay loam
 50 acres certified organic in 2018
 50 acres in T2 organic 2019
 8 acres in T1 organic 2020
 60 acres planned for organic 2021



Tentative Rotation

Rotation 1
2016  - Oats/Alfalfa (T)
2017  - Alfalfa (T)
2018  - Corn
2019  - Soybeans
2020  - Corn
2021  - Oats/Red clover

Rotation 2
2016 crop – Soybeans (T)
2017 crop – oats/alfalfa (T)
2018 crop – Corn
2019 crop – Soybeans
2020 crop – Oats/Red clover



Conventional Cost/acre Organic Cost/acre

Field Cultivate + spray $5.50 Field Cultivate $5.50
    Preemerge chemical $16 Field Cultivate $5.50
Spray $4.20 Rotary Hoe $2.80
    Postemerge chemical $33.50 Rotary Hoe $2.80

Row Cultivate $4.70
Row Cultivate $4.70

Total $59.20 Total $26.00

Weed Control Cost Comparison
Corn (previous crop soybeans)


Sheet1

		Conventional		Cost/acre				Organic		Cost/acre



		Field Cultivate + spray		$5.50				Field Cultivate		$5.50

		    Preemerge chemical		$16				Field Cultivate		$5.50

		Spray 		$4.20				Rotary Hoe		$2.80

		    Postemerge chemical		$33.50				Rotary Hoe		$2.80

								Row Cultivate		$4.70

								Row Cultivate		$4.70

		Total		$59.20				Total		$26.00









Conventional Cost/acre Organic Cost/acre

Disc (fall) $6.40 Chisel Plow (fall) $7.60
Field Cultivate $5.50 Disc $6.40
     preemerge chemical $26 Field Cultivate $5.50
Spray $4.20 Rotary Hoe $2.80
    postemerge chemical $30 Rotary Hoe $2.80

Row Cultivate $4.70
Row Cultivate $4.70

Total $72.10 Total $34.50

Weed Control Cost Comparison
Soybeans (previous crop corn)
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		Conventional		Cost/acre				Organic		Cost/acre



		Disc (fall)		$6.40				Chisel Plow (fall)		$7.60

		Field Cultivate		$5.50				Disc		$6.40

		     preemerge chemical		$26				Field Cultivate		$5.50

		Spray		$4.20				Rotary Hoe		$2.80

		    postemerge chemical		$30				Rotary Hoe		$2.80

								Row Cultivate		$4.70

								Row Cultivate		$4.70

		Total		$72.10				Total		$34.50













Rotation Weed Control

• Solid seeded crop
• Cutting
• Can I go 3 years of row 

crops consecutive?










































September 14, 2018



September 21, 2018



Thank You
Scott Ausborn

ausborn123@gmail.com
712-210-0757
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