
CALL FOR ON-FARM 
RESEARCH COOPERATORS!

CORN FARMERS: 
Come put soil health and nitrogen fertilizer to the test

Who can participate? We’re looking for corn farmers in Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska and 
Wisconsin. Eligible fields will have at least a five-year history of soil health practices (cover crops, diverse rotations, 
integrated grazing, reduced tillage, etc.).

What’s involved? You will compare two N-fertilizer rates applied to corn in a replicated strip trial. One of 
the rates will be your typical N-rate and the other rate will be a reduced rate of your choosing. (For instance, a typical 
rate of 170 lb N/ac vs. a reduced rate of 120 lb N/ac). You may achieve the N-rates with any N sources and application 
timings of your choosing.

The research setup: You’ll plant 8 treatment strips that are about 
2 acres each. Four strips (~8 acres) will receive the typical rate, and four 
strips (~8 acres) will receive the reduced rate. 
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Total trial footprint:
~16 acres

Why participate? 
•	 You’ll receive a $1,000 research participation fee for completing 

the trial. Receive $2,000 if you also include a third treatment 
which involves no fertilizer application (0 lb N/ac). Receive $250 
if you choose to include only a single check-strip. 

•	 You’ll learn more about fertilizer use in corn on your farm. 

•	 You will contribute vital data to a broader effort by PFI and 
partners to gauge risk associated with reducing N fertilizer.

Why is this important?  
If we can reduce our reliance on N fertilizer… 

•	 We can improve water quality. 

•	 We can improve agriculture’s carbon footprint. 

•	 We can improve our farms’ bottom lines.

Do you want to put your soil health to the test? Do you want to join a community of 
curious and creative farmers who take a scientific approach to improving their farms?  

Contact PFI’s senior research manager, Stefan Gailans, at stefan.gailans@practicalfarmers.org

This material is based upon work supported by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, under agreement number NR216114XXXXG003, and by The Foundation 
for Food & Agriculture Research.

Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture or FFAR. In addition, any reference to specific brands or types of products or services does not constitute or imply an 
endorsement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture or FFAR for those prodwucts or services. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Recent research suggests that biologically healthy soils need less fertilizer. If you’ve been working to improve 
your soil health, we think you can reduce nitrogen to corn without sacrificing yield.


