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Equipping farmers to build resilient farms and communities.

Identifying and Supporting Beginning Farmers

Beginning farmers have been coming to Practical
Farmers to get help starting their farming
journey for over 10 years. In 2009, the rapid
influx of beginners looking for support spurred
the creation of programming to support their
needs. The very next year, the first Savings
Incentive Program class was enrolled. Since then,
supporting beginning farmers has ranked as one
of the top priorities for PFI members.

An essential part of maintaining Practical
Farmers’ farmer-led focus and providing effective
programming involves listening to our network.
PFI staff do this regularly by interacting with
attendees at our events, paying attention to our email discussion lists and
consistently asking for feedback about our activities. We also ask our member
and beginning farmer networks to complete more in-depth surveys every few
years.

Check out "Identifying and Supporting Beginning Farmers" article in the
Winter issue of the Practical Farmer to learn more about what obstacles
beginning farmers are facing.

Winter is a time for learning and networking

Below you will find a number of opportunities to continue this conversation
and dig deeper into your farming operation. You will not want to miss the
workshops, meet-ups and farminars that will help the winter pass by.

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=YLiBruJOSzE&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=YLiBruJOSzE&c=3&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1104030179850&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://bit.ly/3aFyjpI
https://practicalfarmers.org/2019/12/identifying-and-supporting-beginning-farmers/
http://bit.ly/2RRX89w
https://practicalfarmers.org/programs/livestock/introduction-to-holistic-management-workshop/


Introduction to Holistic Management Workshop

This three-day workshop, taught by North
Dakota ranchers  Joshua and Tara Dukart,
 will take a deep-dive into the holistic
management planning process used to make
every day decisions.

Holistic management is the belief in
understanding our ecosystem as
interconnected cycles to allow us to more

effectively work with nature to improve the health of our land, animals, people,
environment and finances.

This goal-setting and decision-making process provides farmers interested in
more regenerative farming methods with the tools you need to improve the
land, your business and your quality of life.

Register by Jan 31

Meet-ups are a time for farmers to discuss the upcoming season, challenges,
opportunities and ideas, and to network with other farmers over a cup of
coffee and some breakfast. These events are free and open to all fruit,
vegetable and flower growers. You don’t have to be a PFI member to attend.

﻿All meet-ups are 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Feb. 4 – Waverly
The Wild Carrot

Feb. 6 – Logan
Logan Flours

Feb. 11 – Des Moines
Hoq

Feb. 13 – Algona
Feed Mill Coffee Co.

Feb. 25 – Solon
Salt Fork Kitchen
Bonus: Flower meet-up

Feb. 27 – Ames
PFI office

RSVP for a meet-up

Winter farminar s are live

These free online events run weekly on Tuesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. CST through
March 17. Each focuses on a unique production or business management topic,
and is led by a farmer or subject-matter expert.

http://bit.ly/2U2IXRp
https://practicalfarmers.org/programs/livestock/introduction-to-holistic-management-workshop/
http://bit.ly/2U2IXRp
http://bit.ly/2RZzmsi
http://bit.ly/2RZzmsi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bhs3lH5nyYS-8Fpmz3Nl3AJO4AIl5sLo2akuusDWxysc0oiyVOrllh2Ex6FckNlifs285b1sJTy6PjTRqRtHgLW3x75ZvOPDxOas6mEvU22EnFQ7HJzhEYspdRpxME7QChY4aCDhHRE=&c=CEZVLK22zQU3wtS05hlKsUnZxjT_xt2jeGE9BfvE5Hn24NYnOgdLcw==&ch=XrqPStn-lnArQZPXhnfBZEqimsdReRsJR1AkT2GaO_VVOieImj3uYQ==


Feb. 4 – Organic Weed Management
in Vegetable Crops

Feb. 11 – Cereal Rye for Weed
Management: A New Tool in the

Toolbox?

Feb. 18 – Creating Habitat with the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program

Feb. 25 – A Quicker Return! Switching from Cows to Pigs

March 3 – Livestock and Cover Crops as a Solution to a Changing Climate

March 10 – Trusts: Keep the Family a Family and the Farm the Farm

March 17 – Pork Marketing: Relationships and Regenerative Agriculture

Watch them Live

Check out these resources for beginning farmers
We have recently updated our collection of business, financial, production and technical
assistance resources to help aspiring and beginning farmers further their business goals.
You can access them by clicking on the icons below.

We will continue to build this list and add new resources as they are available. If you see
any resources missing that you find helpful, please share them with us. You can send them
to Greg Padget at greg@practicalfarmers.org .

Upcoming PFI Events

Jan. 28:   Farminar -   Customer
Relationships
7 p.m. | Online

Feb. 4:   Meet-up -   Vegetable
Farmer
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. | Waverly

Feb. 4:   Farminar -   Weed
Management
7 p.m. | Online

Feb. 6:   Meet-up -   Vegetable
Farmer
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. | Logan

Feb. 11:  Meet-up -   Vegetable
Farmer
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. | Des Moines

Feb. 11:   Farminar -   Cereal Rye
7 p.m. | Online

Feb. 11-13:   Workshop -  Holistic
Management
Montour

Feb. 13:   Meet-up -   Vegetable
Farmer
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. | Algona

http://bit.ly/38JTBkq
mailto:greg@practicalfarmers.org
https://bit.ly/2RRV3u9
https://bit.ly/3aLvZgR
https://bit.ly/2RXVNxI
http://bit.ly/38JTBkq
http://bit.ly/2RZzmsi
http://bit.ly/38JTBkq
http://bit.ly/2RZzmsi
http://bit.ly/2RZzmsi
http://bit.ly/38JTBkq
http://bit.ly/2U2IXRp
http://bit.ly/2RZzmsi


Labor4Learning 

Labor4Learning helps beginning farmers get paid on-the-job
training with experienced farmers, and pays experienced
farmers for their time and effort.

Open positions will be announced in March

Savings Incentive Program

Savings Incentive Program is a 2-year program that pairs
beginning and aspiring farmers with experienced farmer
mentors; provides targeted learning and peer networking
opportunities; offers business planning support and guidance.
All this while you save money that we match dollar for dollar,
up to $2,400, to use toward the purchase of a farm asset.

Check out more information

Find A Farmer

Find A Farmer allows for a comfortable place to start
anonymous conversations with land-seekers or landowners.
Search for users in a particular area that fit your specifications
and begin the discussion.

Find A Farmer is FREE and available for anyone with internet
access! No membership is required.
 
Check out more and see land available

STAY CONNECTED

 ‌  ‌  ‌  ‌  ‌

Looking for more?
Greg Padget

Next Generation Director
greg@practicalfarmers.org

(515) 232-5661

http://bit.ly/2RZzuIi
http://bit.ly/2tKObH5
http://bit.ly/3aOR8Xu
https://www.facebook.com/practicalfarmers
https://twitter.com/practicalfarmer
https://www.instagram.com/practicalfarmer/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/practical-farmers-of-iowa
https://www.youtube.com/user/pfivideos
mailto:greg@practicalfarmers.org

