
Equipping farmers to build resilient farms and communities.

Farmers Building Community Together

At Practical Farmers of Iowa, we strive to build community within our network.
We want people to form personal and business relationships through PFI that
offer vital support, information and resources.

As you read through our 2018 annual report you will see
the members who are making a difference in their
communities. You can read about Donna Warhover sharing
how she has learned from others as she's built her farming
business and now she shows others how to do the same.
You can also see how beginning farmer Carmen Black is
partnering with other farmers to conduct on-farm research
to better improve her farming operation. Check these
stories and more in our annual report .

Beginning farmers have many
opportunities to learn from
others in the Practical Farmers
network. You will see 13 available
positions in our Labor4Learning
program. Here aspiring farmers
get to work along side
experienced farmers and dig
deeper into what it takes to run a
farm.

Field days are the perfect opportunity to learn from other farms and see how
they are doing different practices and using tools on their farm. This summer
you will find 42 different field days hosted by farmers. New this summer we will
be hosting a bus tour of three Labor4Learning training farms for beginning and
aspiring farmers. Clear your calendar on July 2 to attend. Watch for details
and RSVP when our field day guide is released later this month.

Latest from Practical Farmers

https://www.practicalfarmers.org/
http://bit.ly/2Yc5RVm
http://bit.ly/2Yc5RVm
http://bit.ly/2Ydm2lu


Celebrate the start of the 2019 growing season with other beginning farmers
during an afternoon of good food and networking  in West Des Moines . Make
new friends and connect with old ones while learning about each other’s spring
projects, plans for the year and improvements from last year.

Learn more about this social!

Join one of six grazing groups getting together this spring

May 9 |   Lamoni

May 16 |   Lockridge

May 22 |   Remsen

﻿May 23 |  Maxwell

May 30 |   Oxford

June 9 |   Charles City

We’ll get together to go on pasture walks, discuss spring grazing management
on lush pastures, first cut hay, planting summer annuals and more. Meet and
learn from fellow livestock farmers. Each of these events runs from 4:30-7
p.m. and will have a meal provided.

Learn more and RSVP today!

Check out these resources for beginning farmers

We have recently updated our collection of business, financial, production, and
technical assistance resources to help aspiring and beginning farmers further
their business goals. You can access them by clicking on the icons below.

http://bit.ly/2Y7UPQU
http://bit.ly/2Y7UPQU
http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH
http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH
http://bit.ly/2Yf0x3t
http://bit.ly/2Yd9A50
http://bit.ly/2Y6Emwq
http://bit.ly/2Y61mMa
http://bit.ly/2Y7VdyQ
http://bit.ly/2Yac58f
http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH


Yes, we still keep in touch Select

Yes, I used to, but we don't keep in touch any longer Select

No, but I would like to find a mentor Select

No, I have things covered Select

We will continue to build this list and add new resources as they are available. If
you see any resources missing that you find helpful please share them with us.
You can send them to Greg Padget at greg@practicalfarmers.org .

Assistance to Help Cover Producers’ Costs for Organic Certification
USDA’s Farm Service Agency announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for federal funds
to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the Organic Certification
Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for fiscal 2019 funding are due Oct. 31, 2019.

Farm Employment FAQ
The Farm Employment FAQ provides answers to frequently asked questions about the rights and
responsibilities for Iowa farm workers and farm employers.

Seedbed Preparation and Planting – Organic Weed Control
In this video, several PFI farmers share knowledge on preplant tillage and planting of organic field crops.
They talk about what tillage equipment to use, how they decide which passes to make and when to make
those passes, including how to prepare fields coming out of corn, soybeans, or alfalfa and green manures
like clover or cover crop mixes.

Rotationally Raised, Episode 001: Small Grains: A Revival
In this introduction to “Rotationally Raised,” learn from members of Practical Farmers of Iowa about the
history of small grains production in the state and about some of the benefits of diversified crop rotation
for strengthening farms and communities.

Beginning Farmer Poll
Do you have someone you consider a farming mentor?

Upcoming PFI Events

May 9:   Grazing Group - Lamoni
4:30 - 7 p.m. |  RSVP

May 16:   Grazing Group - Lockridge
4:30 - 7 p.m. |   RSVP

May 22:  Grazing Group - Remsen
4:30 - 7 p.m. |  RSVP

May 23:   Grazing Group - Maxwell
4:30 - 7 p.m. |  RSVP

May 30:   Grazing Group - Oxford
4:30 - 7 p.m. |  RSVP

June 9:   Grazing Group - Charles
City

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiWTlETTS9f8O1yhBzhkNhFP9LTX-1t5lpapk4IP2ktG75cJgw6FNetpuuCLr9ymb0BzfvSaJmgQ47QySjCkyNDtJLPqKV-d7Qn84Xd_klQkaaNaLorRn7-aMQXyghPB05FuJU0L1RJdgRfN2yHiIXcq4q54HBKs92quzWk_BooTyXFYMefTsr-aw&encVer=1&c=$%7BContact.encryptedContactId%7D&ch=$%7BContact.encryptedChannelId%7D
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiWTlETTS9f8O1yhBzhkNhFP9LTX-1t5lpapk4IP2ktG75cJgw6FNetpuuCLr9ymb0BzfvSaJmgQ47QySjCkyNDtJLPqKV-d7Qn84Xd_klQkaaNaLorRn7-aMQXyghPB05FuJU0L1RJdgRfN2yHiIXcq4q54HBKs92quzWk_BooTyXXN6S9LkQxSg&encVer=1&c=$%7BContact.encryptedContactId%7D&ch=$%7BContact.encryptedChannelId%7D
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiWTlETTS9f8O1yhBzhkNhFP9LTX-1t5lpapk4IP2ktG75cJgw6FNetpuuCLr9ymb0BzfvSaJmgQ47QySjCkyNDtJLPqKV-d7Qn84Xd_klQkaaNaLorRn7-aMQXyghPB05FuJU0L1RJdgRfN2yHiIXcq4q54HBKs92quzWk_BooTyWrUSvPlZJhEA&encVer=1&c=$%7BContact.encryptedContactId%7D&ch=$%7BContact.encryptedChannelId%7D
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiWTlETTS9f8O1yhBzhkNhFP9LTX-1t5lpapk4IP2ktG75cJgw6FNetpuuCLr9ymb0BzfvSaJmgQ47QySjCkyNDtJLPqKV-d7Qn84Xd_klQkaaNaLorRn7-aMQXyghPB05FuJU0L1RJdgRfN2yHiIXcq4q54HBKs92quzWk_BooTyUTQGQFfhqn8g&encVer=1&c=$%7BContact.encryptedContactId%7D&ch=$%7BContact.encryptedChannelId%7D
mailto:greg@practicalfarmers.org
https://bit.ly/2YeCn9r
https://bit.ly/2YdmzE0
https://bit.ly/2Y8zXco
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2019/usda-accepting-applications-to-help-cover-producers-costs-for-organic-certification-?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://bit.ly/2Yd5udq
http://bit.ly/2YfyMrL
http://bit.ly/2YfzBAR
http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH
http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH
http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH
http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH
http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Y0I7atliLbaHVTXeMuMj3nTMFhp0N98Z4koqaH0LOQtAK6vyN2Gd3qnyLmHG7sfG-qYBTUCLv_2_-oMTbZWfCgZHU9A4TobKoANQGPZqbGiFiDdK5Q397sZJot23Kd2HvsgngHd-eEA=&c=uysXHWIbezPKj14oifE99wTQy6sFTx0BXZGT4IxiNA_ydq0I5nn7rw==&ch=AfpjFN4n5ABXtlryv2n8fILdsNswJ7iOFcRHhd0S42tBjHxW2nkosA==
http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH


4:30 - 7 p.m. | RSVP

View even more events on our calendar!

Programs Designed for Beginning Farmers

Labor4Learning 

Labor4Learning helps beginning farmers get paid on-the-job
training with experienced farmers, and pays experienced
farmers for their time and effort.

Check out more and see open positions

Savings Incentive Program

Savings Incentive Program is a 2-year program that pairs
beginning and aspiring farmers with experienced farmer
mentors; provides targeted learning and peer networking
opportunities; offers business planning support and guidance.
All this while you save money and then we match is dollar for
dollar up to $2,400, to use toward the purchase of a farm
asset. 

Check out more information

Find A Farmer

Find A Farmer allows for a comfortable place to start
anonymous conversations with land-seekers or landowners
about land access. Search for users in a particular area that fit
your specifications and begin the discussion.

Find A Farmer is FREE and available for anyone with internet
access! No membership is required.
 
Check out more and see land available

STAY CONNECTED

 ‌  ‌  ‌  ‌  ‌

Looking for more? Contact us today!
Greg Padget

Next Generation Director
greg@practicalfarmers.org

(515) 232-5661

Steve Carlson 
Next Generation Coordinator
steve@practicalfarmers.org

(515) 232-5661

http://bit.ly/2YhEBVH
http://bit.ly/2YhFKMZ
http://bit.ly/2Ydm2lu
http://bit.ly/2Ydm2lu
http://bit.ly/2Y60ib8
http://bit.ly/2Yd60Io
http://bit.ly/2Yd60Io
http://bit.ly/2Yd60Io
http://bit.ly/2Yd62Qw
http://bit.ly/2Yd62Qw
https://bit.ly/2Yd62Qw
https://www.facebook.com/practicalfarmers
https://twitter.com/practicalfarmer
https://www.instagram.com/practicalfarmer/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/practical-farmers-of-iowa
https://www.youtube.com/user/pfivideos
mailto:greg@practicalfarmers.org
mailto:steve@practicalfarmers.org

