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Equipping farmers to build resilient farms and communities.

12 training opportunities are open with Labor4Leaning!

Are you looking to get paid, on-the-job training with experienced farmers
in Iowa?

The Labor4Learning program is designed for beginning and aspiring farmers
seeking employment and additional training in farm management and
production skills. Don't miss out on this opportunity to expand your on-farm
experience and build your farmer network while earning an income.

Will Lorentzen and Adrian White of
Jupiter Ridge Farm in Garber are
willing to hire a farm hand who is
motivated to "dig in" and learn more
about how to farm at a diverse
vegetable farm.

"We want to connect, sustain, and
generally support interest in farming
among young and beginning farmers
here in Iowa. We have walked the path
ourselves and think it is time we helped those who were like us back then. It will
also be exciting and fun to connect with new farmer acolytes and share our skills
with the right candidates." - Will Lorentzen and Adrian White

Check out all of the openings

https://bit.ly/3yrekqX
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=dMROnuWccgo&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=dMROnuWccgo&c=3&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1104030179850&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://bit.ly/3xbNTEI
https://bit.ly/3yrekqX


During 2020, we found many people enjoyed the
opportunity to attend field days virtually, so we’re
improving our virtual engagement options with a
weekly series called “Live From the Farm.” This
series builds on our 2020 virtual field day season,
but with improved video and streaming quality.

Most Tuesdays from June through September, we
will stream live from a member farm, aiming to
showcase important farm activities that are
interesting to see but harder to show and make engaging to in-person visitors,
such as planting, harvest, cultivating, processing and delivery days.

These live events are interactive on YouTube Live, with chat enabled for
attendees and the host, and will be available as recorded videos on PFI’s
YouTube channel as soon as the live event ends.

See the list of events and RSVP for email reminders

Join us for small, in-person "Catching Up" gatherings this
summer

This year, we’ve planned a series
called “Catching Up,” an ever-growing
line-up of small, energizing, in-person
gatherings on farms across Iowa. To keep
our farmers, staff and attendees safe, each
“Catching Up” event is limited to 15
attendees.

How does it work?
To get on the invitation list for “Catching Up” events, register here.
When we have an event that suits your interests and location, we’ll get in
touch via email or phone. You might not hear from us right away, but you
will receive an invitation at least two weeks ahead of the event.
“Catching Up” events are two hours long, and because of their limited
attendance, will be more conversation-based than large field days can
accommodate. Come ready to engage!

Let us know about your interests and availability

https://bit.ly/3yhZrHd
https://bit.ly/3ygUEpq
https://bit.ly/3yhZrHd
https://bit.ly/3yhZrHd
https://bit.ly/3yhZrHd
https://bit.ly/3yhZrHd
https://bit.ly/3ygUEpq
https://bit.ly/3ygUEpq
https://bit.ly/3ygUEpq
https://bit.ly/3ygUEpq


The importance of a whisper: Why farmers should take an
active role in policy advocacy

Iowans faced many challenges in
2021, including unprecedented strain
on our food systems. Farmers can and
must take an active role in advocating
for policies and programs that benefit
us.

Check out our blog post from PFI
member Denise O'Brien about the
importance of farmers taking an
active role in policy advocacy.

Become a member and join the discussion!

Are you preparing to plant your
summer field crop into a spring cover
crop and have termination questions?
Maybe you're a beginning orchardist
and are unsure of the best time to
prune your fruit trees.

Or perhaps you have some old,
reliable two-wheel tractors you would
like to sell. Become a PFI member
and join our email discussion lists.

These members-only discussion
groups let you stay connected to
other PFI members wherever you are.
Ask specific production practice
questions, learn about upcoming
events or simply keep your finger on
the pulse of what other PFI members
are talking about.

BEGINNING FARMER RESOURCES

We have recently updated our collection of business, financial, production and
technical assistance resources to help aspiring and beginning farmers further
their business goals. You can access them by clicking on the icons below.

We will continue to build this list and add new resources as they are available. If
you see any resources missing that you find helpful, please share them with us.
You can send them to Celize Christy at celize@practicalfarmers.org.

https://bit.ly/3hxkWOh
https://bit.ly/3hxkWOh
https://bit.ly/3hxkWOh
https://bit.ly/3byZq86
https://bit.ly/3byZq86
https://bit.ly/3byZq86
mailto:celize@practicalfarmers.org


Report Highlights Importance of Advancing Conservation on Rented Land
A new report from American Farmland Trust calls attention to the importance of speeding
implementation of conservation practices on rented farmland and ranchland.
"Advancing Understanding of Conservation on Rented Land" notes that nearly 40% of
farmland in the United States is rented or leased. 

Introduction to Regenerative Gardening
Kiss the Ground's “Introduction to Regenerative Gardening” was created to show everyone,
everywhere, that they can be a gardener. Designed with all levels in mind, the 8-module
course begins with the history of gardening and then takes students from understanding
their soil and what to plant, through troubleshooting potential issues, and finally to
harvesting. Enroll Now - Start May 19, 2021

Raising Chickens in a Poultry-Centered Regenerative System - Poultry Manual 
Sharing Our Roots has worked to research and develop a Poultry-Centered Regenerative
Agriculture model that integrates old wisdom with new thinking - how to raise our food in
a way that respects the earth, the worker, the animal and the consumer. This manual offers
guidance on how to establish paddocks and coops, raise free-range flocks and manage a
poultry-centered farm business. Access a FREE copy of the latest version of our Poultry
Manual here.

Communicating for the Farm | May 13 - June 17, 2021
Online
Montana State University Extension and Purdue Extension provide a webinar series
dedicated to helping agricultural producers improve their agriculture communication
skills. The free online course takes place weekly, on Thursday evenings. 

Organic Hemp for Fiber and Meat Chickens on Organic Pasture | May 24, 2021
Online
Join Organic Association of Kentucky for this free virtual visit to Butler Farms, as
Kathleen and Lane Butler share their production experience of growing 40 acres of
Certified Organic hemp and thousands of meat chickens on Certified Organic pastures.

African American Farmers: Stress Issues and Solutions | May 27, 2021
Online
All farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural workers face stress related to their
occupations. However, African American farmers have additional sources of stress not
faced by other agricultural producers. Some of the main topics for this webinar include:
stress sources of all farmers, unique stressors that African Americans face, suggestions and
resources. Register by May 24th.

Introduction to Growing Hemp | May 29, 2021
Online
Michael Fields Agricultural Institute presents the results of its and others' most recent field
research on hemp, conducted in the Midwest.

https://bit.ly/3ygV6UE
https://bit.ly/3bycr1P
https://bit.ly/3fnyrNO
https://attra.ncat.org/report-highlights-importance-of-advancing-conservation-on-rented-land/
https://attra.ncat.org/report-highlights-importance-of-advancing-conservation-on-rented-land/
https://kisstheground.mykajabi.com/kiss-the-ground-s-introduction-to-regenerative-gardening
https://kisstheground.mykajabi.com/kiss-the-ground-s-introduction-to-regenerative-gardening
https://sharing-our-roots.org/resources/poultry-manual/
https://sharing-our-roots.org/resources/poultry-manual/
https://attra.ncat.org/event-calendar/communicating-for-the-farm/
https://attra.ncat.org/event-calendar/communicating-for-the-farm/
https://attra.ncat.org/event-calendar/organic-hemp-for-fiber-and-meat-chickens-on-organic-pasture/
https://attra.ncat.org/event-calendar/organic-hemp-for-fiber-and-meat-chickens-on-organic-pasture/
http://news.agrability.org/webinars/FRSAN/NC_webinar_2021-05-27.html
https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_08U1GCKzSeTr0xM
https://attra.ncat.org/event-calendar/introduction-to-growing-hemp/
https://attra.ncat.org/event-calendar/introduction-to-growing-hemp/


UPCOMING PFI EVENTS

Upcoming in the next month

June 8: Live From the Farm - Bees,
Beetles & Broccoli
10-10:45 a.m. | Online

June 15: Live From the Farm -
"Practical Farrowing Box"
2-2:45 p.m. | Online

View non-PFI events on our calendar

Find A Farmer

Find A Farmer allows for a comfortable place to start
anonymous conversations with land-seekers or landowners.
Search for users in a particular area that fit your specifications
and begin the discussion.

Find A Farmer is FREE and available for anyone with internet
access! No membership is required.
 
Check out more and see land available

Labor4Learning

Labor4Learning helps beginning farmers get paid on-the-job
training with experienced farmers, and pays experienced
farmers for their time and effort.

Check out more information

Savings Incentive Program

Savings Incentive Program is a 2-year program that pairs
beginning and aspiring farmers with experienced farmer
mentors; provides targeted learning and peer networking
opportunities; offers business planning support and guidance.
All this while you save money that we match dollar for dollar,
up to $2,400, to use toward the purchase of a farm asset.

Check out more information

STAY CONNECTED

              

Looking for more?

Greg Padget
Next Generation Director

Celize Christy
Next Generation Coordinator

https://practicalfarmers.org/calendar/
https://bit.ly/33QaCsD
https://bit.ly/3brgVXH
https://practicalfarmers.org/events/field-days/live-from-the-farm/the-practical-farrowing-box-diy-sow-nesting-boxes/
https://bit.ly/33QaCsD
https://bit.ly/3yisIS8
https://bit.ly/3hxlbsF
https://bit.ly/3bAASM1
http://www.facebook.com/practicalfarmers
https://twitter.com/practicalfarmer
https://www.instagram.com/practicalfarmer/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/practical-farmers-of-iowa
http://www.youtube.com/user/pfivideos
mailto:greg@practicalfarmers.org
mailto:celize@practicalfarmers.org


greg@practicalfarmers.org
(515) 232-5661

celize@practicalfarmers.org
(515) 232-5661

mailto:greg@practicalfarmers.org
mailto:celize@practicalfarmers.org

