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September Small Grains News

Happy Friday,

Hope you're all staying safe with our abnormally wet weather and that harvest is starting
up nicely. Even though it's a busy time of year, take some time to plan out and plant your
winter small grains with care. Calibrating your drill and frequent checks as you're planting
to make sure you're placing seed at the correct depth will result in higher yields and better
weed control next year!

We have cost share funds available again for small grains harvested in 2019 and followed
by a legume cover crop. Find instructions on how to sign up here.

Good Luck Harvesting!
Alisha

Request Cost Share Acres for 2019 Today

With a new award from the NRCS’s
Conservation Innovation Grant, PFI will be

able to offer cost share on small grains harvested in 2019 and a following cover crop
that includes legume species. For details on the cost share eligibility and program
requirements refer to this flyer.

In order to be first in line to claim your cost share, you can start requesting acres now via
this link. The survey will ask for your contact info, the number of acres and small grain you
plan to plant and the legal land descriptions for the field(s). Contracts will be issued on a
first-come, first-serve basis. 

Request Cost Share Acres

Blog Online from September Call on Iowa Seed Law

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=5DJxZNIzSLM&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=5DJxZNIzSLM&c=3&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1104030179850&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://practicalfarmers.org/
http://bit.ly/2zvVyC0
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/19-Small-Grains-Recruitment.pdf
http://bit.ly/2zvVyC0
http://bit.ly/2zvVyC0


Robin Pruisner from the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship and Doan
Schmitz from Iowa Crop Improvement Association presented on our September 7th shared
learning call on Iowa’s laws regarding seed production for farmers interested in selling
cover crop seed. They covered seed labeling, permitting and certification requirements
that are required to sell seed in Iowa. The recap blog contains a summary of the
information shared on the call.

Read the Blog

From the Archives: Planting Winter Small Grains

Last October, Paul Mugge and Dick Sloan discussed
their playbook for planting high yielding winter

triticale, rye and barley on our October shared learning call. Here are some key take-aways
to keep in mind as you are planting this fall:

Dick - " Pay attention to whether the combine is catching residue and dropping it off the
back – these clumps of residue can prevent seed from reaching the soil and result in an
uneven stand of rye (or any other small grain)."

Paul - "I plant about 100-110 pound/acre of triticale. In my  triticale seeding rate trial in
2016 I found no significant difference between an 85 lb/acre and a 135 lb/acre seeding rate,
so I'm going with a lower seeding rate to maximize my return on investment."

Read the Blog

EVENTS

No small grains shared learning call in October due to harvest
- Next call will be November 2

IN THE FIELD

Marketing

If you don't already have a market lined up for your grain, here are some resources on
identifying a market that lines up with the grain quality you've achieved with your crop:

The 2018 Small Grains Directory lists
small grains buyers for seed and grain by
location
The recap blog from our grain and seed
markets call in early 2017
Grain Miller's markets presentation from
the 2016 small grains short course
The recap blog from our March 2018 call
on marketing to breweries and distilleries
The rotationally raised short on markets
for small grains
Learn about your crop insurance options
to protect your bottom line.

https://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2018/09/25/stay-on-the-right-side-of-the-law-when-selling-cover-crop-seed/
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2018/09/25/stay-on-the-right-side-of-the-law-when-selling-cover-crop-seed/
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/farmer-knowledge/research-reports/2016/winter-triticale-seeding-rate/
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2017/10/11/raising-high-yielding-winter-small-grains-starts-october-planting/
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/2018-Small-Grains-Directory-Web.pdf
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2017/02/07/frequently-asked-questions-small-grains-markets/
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Jessie-VanderPoel_PFI-Market-Presentation.pdf
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2018/03/14/are-brewing-and-distilling-markets-for-small-grains-right-for-you/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrHwkEnI-Bk
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2017/09/19/crop-insurance-options-for-your-small-grains/
https://youtu.be/zrHwkEnI-Bk


And don't forget about straw!
The blog recap from our straw marketing
call in 2017

Winter Small Grain Variety Selection

Still unsure which small grain is right for you? Here are some resources:

The variety selection episode of our
rotationally raised video series.
The blog from January 2017's shared
learning call with seed dealer Mac
Ehrhardt.
Jochum Weirsma’s presentation on Winter
Rye Variety Selection in Iowa from the
2017 Small Grains Conference or this blog
from his presentation at the 2017 PFI
Annual Conference
Joel Ransom’s presentation on Winter
Wheat Variety Selection from the 2017
Small Grains Conference

Planting Winter Small Grains

Though it's a busy time of the year in October, don't forget to plan for a precise plant
population, calibrate your drill and prepare your seed bed for establishing a good stand of
your winter small grain.

The drill calibration episode of our
rotationally raised video series.
The seed bed preparation episode of our
rotationally raised video series.
This blog from Oct 2017 shared learning
call on Raising High Yielding Winter Small
Grains Starts in October with Planting
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Looking for more? Contact us today!

Alisha Bower
Strategic Initiatives Manager

alisha@practicalfarmers.org
(515) 232-5661

Sarah Carlson
Strategic Initiatives Director

sarah@practicalfarmers.org
(515) 232-5661

Rotationally Raised - WhatRotationally Raised - What

Rotationally Raised - PlantRotationally Raised - Plant

https://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2017/02/22/math-picking-market-straw-profitability/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFT6AN7w1dA&t=1s
http://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2017/01/12/small-grains-variety-selection-kicks-off-shared-learning-call-series/#more-24547
http://practicalfarmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Jochum-Wiersma_8.17.17.pdf
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2017/01/27/wiersma-small-grains-talk-educates-amuses/#more-24665
http://practicalfarmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Joel-Ransom_8.17.17.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cebBxLOE0_c&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYdovk4P0pQ&t=524s
https://www.practicalfarmers.org/blog/2017/10/11/raising-high-yielding-winter-small-grains-starts-october-planting/
https://www.facebook.com/practicalfarmers
https://twitter.com/practicalfarmer
https://www.instagram.com/practicalfarmer/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/practical-farmers-of-iowa
https://www.youtube.com/user/pfivideos
mailto:alisha@practicalfarmers.org
mailto:sarah@practicalfarmers.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFT6AN7w1dA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cebBxLOE0_c

