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Equipping farmers to build resilient farms and communities.

Meet a Co-Hort: Jerry Fottral

Jerry Fottral owns and operates Plum Creek Orchard
and Swisher Apples, where he grows blueberries and
apples for direct sale via farmers market. He also produces
apples for juicing, working with Michael Malik at the
nearby Long Lane Orchard to juice them.
 
Why you grow horticulture crops, in 5 or fewer words:
To provide nutritional and interesting food.

Something you’re excited about trying
this year: Arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi
inoculation of all apple trees as we move
the trees from nurseries to orchard.
 
What you would change about your
industry: I would reduce regulations
surrounding the making and selling of
apple juice and especially, hard cider. If we

could sell our excellent cider by the paper cupful at Farmers Markets, they
would be much more enjoyable, even festive occasions.

Favorite PFI memory: The apple workshop in Marshalltown 3 or 4 years ago.
So much innocence, so much hope - it was really fun!
 
Favorite crop and why: Blueberries for the health of the community, and
apples because they are so useful for so many purposes and truly delicious, if
properly selected cultivars are grown well.

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=avwaWVmpN2c&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=avwaWVmpN2c&c=3&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1104030179850&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://www.facebook.com/PlumCreekOrchard/
https://www.facebook.com/PlumCreekOrchard/


PROGRAM UPDATES

What are you curious about?

What do you want to learn? Who do
you want to hear from? PFI is farmer-
led, and your needs, priorities and
ideas inform our work. 

Do you have a great idea for a
conference session, presenter, field
day host or farminar topic? What do
you want to learn about? 

Please share your thoughts in this
form to feed them into PFI’s “Idea
Bank.” Thank you!

Fabulous flower field day by first-time hosts

On August 9, farmers Adam and
Jenna Cook of Clovergold Flowers
near Newell, Iowa, hosted a PFI field
day for the first time. With their 5
young children (including a two-
week-old baby) in tow, the Cooks
were gracious, engaging and
informative hosts to a crowd of 35
that included current and aspiring
flower farmers from as far as 4 hours
away.

The event represented the best aspects of PFI as a diverse group discussed
production, processing, soil testing and more.

Thanks to the Cooks for hosting a great event!

Which PFI Field Days are you attending?

https://www.clovergoldflowerfarm.com/
https://bit.ly/3AghQG3
https://bit.ly/3AghQG3
https://airtable.com/shr3Rzpnp4TAfjj2l
https://bit.ly/3AghQG3
https://www.clovergoldflowerfarm.com/
https://www.clovergoldflowerfarm.com/
https://bit.ly/3womVuS


PFI’s model of farmer-to-farmer
knowledge sharing is special, and it
works. Our farmers are the experts on
their specific farming systems, and
visiting their farms to learn first-hand
is the best way to build
understanding - and meet some new
folks!

Check out our 2022 field days, and
plan to join one this summer! All PFI
field days are FREE and open to
everyone.

IN THE FIELD

The legal side of on-farm events

Are you considering hosting seasonal
festivals, U-pick visitors, farm dinners
or other events on your farm?

This webinar on Legal
Considerations for Agritainment
and Agritourism from Pennsylvania
Sustainable Agriculture (Pasa)
presents some important information
about responsibilities, risks and
liability to consider as you get started.

From the PFI research archives:
Heirloom and Hybrid Tomato Variety Trial in High Tunnel

It’s high tomato season! This time of harvesting and marketing tomatoes may
also be perfect for thinking about improvements or different approaches for
future production.

https://bit.ly/3womVuS
https://bit.ly/3womVuS
https://pasafarming.org/resources/webinar-introduction-to-agritainment-law/
https://pasafarming.org/resources/webinar-introduction-to-agritainment-law/
https://pasafarming.org/resources/webinar-introduction-to-agritainment-law/
https://pasafarming.org/resources/webinar-introduction-to-agritainment-law/
https://pasafarming.org/
https://bit.ly/3QMfSUT
https://bit.ly/3QMfSUT
https://bit.ly/3QMfSUT
https://bit.ly/3QMfSUT
https://practicalfarmers.org/research/heirloom-and-hybrid-tomato-variety-trial-in-high-tunnel/


Take a look back at this research trial from 2019 by Cooperators Rob Faux,
Lee Matteson and Rose Schick that compared hybrid varieties to heirloom
varieties for high tunnel production.

UPCOMING EVENTS
All events listed in CDT

Field day: Risk Management and Disaster Recover at
Pheasant Run Farm

Sept. 18 | 2-4 p.m. | Van Horn, IA

When the August 2020 derecho swept
across Iowa, Eric and Ann Franzenburg
lost every crop and building on the farm,
including greenhouses, high tunnels, the
packhouse and outbuildings.
 
Remarkably, the Franzenburgs had
insurance coverage for not only their farm
structures, but also for their crops. Hear
from the Franzenburgs about how they
worked with their insurance agent and
were able to get rebuilt and growing again.

Stay for a BBQ dinner and PFI fellowship after the field day!

Upcoming PFI horticulture events:

Sept. 6: Field Day - Growing and Marketing Salad and Microgreens at
Cherry Lane Farm
Hosted by Krissy & Calvin Thiessen | Practical Farmers of Iowa
11 a.m.-1 p.m. | Spirit Lake, IA
 
Sept. 11: Field Day - Book Publication Celebration and Member Social,
Featuring Angela Tedesco
Hosted by Nan Bonfils | Practical Farmers of Iowa
1:30-3 p.m. | Madrid, IA
Sept. 25: Field Day - Growing Cultural Vegetables on Small Urban Plots
With Cover Crops
Hosted by Marie Andre & Tika Bhandari | Practical Farmers of Iowa
4-6 p.m. | West Des Moines, IA

Friends of PFI horticulture events:

Looking Ahead: Save the Date!

https://bit.ly/3R3wibh
https://bit.ly/3QMfSUT
https://practicalfarmers.org/research/heirloom-and-hybrid-tomato-variety-trial-in-high-tunnel/
https://bit.ly/3R3wibh
https://bit.ly/3R3wibh
https://bit.ly/3KmCiK7
https://bit.ly/3cdfKPi
https://bit.ly/3wrlTyd
https://www.visitiowafarms.org/register


Much stronger than usual Select

A bit stronger than usual Select

Right on pace with the usual Select

A bit slow Select

Very slow Select

I'm not keeping track Select

Aug. 31: Bus Trip - Central Iowa
Agritourism Bus Tour
Hosted by Iowa State University
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. | Ames, IA

Aug. 31: Field Day - Organic
Workshop & Farm Tour - Tools for
Organic Transition and Production
Hosted by Iowa Organic Association
9 a.m.-4 p.m. | Cherokee, IA
 
Sept 14: Field Day - 2022 Midwest
Mechanical Weed Control Field
Day
Hosted by The Land Connection
Full Day | Benton Harbor, MI
 
Sept. 15: Short Course - ISU
Greenhouse Short Course
Hosted by Iowa State University
Full day | Ames, IA 
 
Sept. 25: Tour - Madison County
Farm Crawl
9 a.m. | Madison County, Iowa

Nov. 4-6: Gathering - Women in
Sustainable Agriculture (WISA)
Fall Gathering
Hosted by Women Food & Ag
Network
Full day | Whalen, MN
Nov. 7: Short Course - ISU High
Tunnel Short Course (link
unavailable at this time)
Hosted by Iowa State University
Full day | Ames, IA

View more upcoming events

POLL
What has been your biggest challenge this year?

Previous poll results:

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiW3tfA91zMGXfOlLkHEFW5-1Zq1b-IBArBfnEhjXS0Flndig7NXw7oTWTPkC_7fmA9_wkeMA8jvJiQw9w7GhzjEGVkEPqNW9S7x8VVacOmjFeqyyhjxRpbn5cxauU68VAATtr4OrhG0Eu7M3KfOdmYdIYg72xUm3V-uzWk_BooTyXFYMefTsr-aw&encVer=1&c=&ch=
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiW3tfA91zMGXfOlLkHEFW5-1Zq1b-IBArBfnEhjXS0Flndig7NXw7oTWTPkC_7fmA9_wkeMA8jvJiQw9w7GhzjEGVkEPqNW9S7x8VVacOmjFeqyyhjxRpbn5cxauU68VAATtr4OrhG0Eu7M3KfOdmYdIYg72xUm3V-uzWk_BooTyXXN6S9LkQxSg&encVer=1&c=&ch=
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiW3tfA91zMGXfOlLkHEFW5-1Zq1b-IBArBfnEhjXS0Flndig7NXw7oTWTPkC_7fmA9_wkeMA8jvJiQw9w7GhzjEGVkEPqNW9S7x8VVacOmjFeqyyhjxRpbn5cxauU68VAATtr4OrhG0Eu7M3KfOdmYdIYg72xUm3V-uzWk_BooTyWrUSvPlZJhEA&encVer=1&c=&ch=
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiW3tfA91zMGXfOlLkHEFW5-1Zq1b-IBArBfnEhjXS0Flndig7NXw7oTWTPkC_7fmA9_wkeMA8jvJiQw9w7GhzjEGVkEPqNW9S7x8VVacOmjFeqyyhjxRpbn5cxauU68VAATtr4OrhG0Eu7M3KfOdmYdIYg72xUm3V-uzWk_BooTyUTQGQFfhqn8g&encVer=1&c=&ch=
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiW3tfA91zMGXfOlLkHEFW5-1Zq1b-IBArBfnEhjXS0Flndig7NXw7oTWTPkC_7fmA9_wkeMA8jvJiQw9w7GhzjEGVkEPqNW9S7x8VVacOmjFeqyyhjxRpbn5cxauU68VAATtr4OrhG0Eu7M3KfOdmYdIYg72xUm3V-uzWk_BooTyUNDmn2vKR8GQ&encVer=1&c=&ch=
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/forms/response?id=XU-ILTo8oxmgTcftYm7mS8BKfS0W3LiW3tfA91zMGXfOlLkHEFW5-1Zq1b-IBArBfnEhjXS0Flndig7NXw7oTWTPkC_7fmA9_wkeMA8jvJiQw9w7GhzjEGVkEPqNW9S7x8VVacOmjFeqyyhjxRpbn5cxauU68VAATtr4OrhG0Eu7M3KfOdmYdIYg72xUm3V-uzWk_BooTyU2PuwCfdRg2A&encVer=1&c=&ch=
https://www.visitiowafarms.org/register
https://www.iowaorganic.org/goe_nwia_cherokee_workshop
https://thelandconnection.org/event/2022-mmwcfd/
https://www.aep.iastate.edu/greenhouse/index.html
https://www.aep.iastate.edu/greenhouse/index.html
https://cedarshakefarm.com/madisoncountyfallcrawl?fbclid=IwAR1EoJzEdspVTHUl5gMhRoMFYgn0l43jCOez895cdZA2LYH3BvFvSqKhGoc
https://www.facebook.com/WISAgathering/
https://bit.ly/3PYP56V


How are your farmers market sales so far this year?

Much stronger than usual - 100%
A bit stronger than usual - 0%
Right on pace with the usual - 0%
A bit slow - 0%
Very slow -0%
I'm not keeping track - 0%

Send us your poll ideas! We want to know what YOU want to know. Reply to this
email with your ideas for the next poll.

STAY CONNECTED

              

CONTACT US
Jacqueline Venner Senske

Horticulture Education Coordinator
jacqueline@practicalfarmers.org

Do you already subscribe to The Practical Horticulturist? If not, sign up for
it and our other email newsletters on this page! 

Not yet a member of Practical Farmers of Iowa? Visit our Membership page or
call 515-232-5661 to join today!

http://www.facebook.com/practicalfarmers
https://twitter.com/practicalfarmer
https://www.instagram.com/practicalfarmer/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/practical-farmers-of-iowa
http://www.youtube.com/user/pfivideos
mailto:jacqueline@practicalfarmers.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012Kzlzv1Ut51GjAc0qB34ivfVpT3RIo6ZXkzUVvjgVQFLga3PJDe8y6_sEWFL8snNNdTrJsEhheP8tte0r9SoxaXWWyh50MlXEfDonYb-Jy2CfTzZgweZAIAdSv_-YvCGSmKNiUIfg4hQB6PUaUghiKcY6L2B6Ssm86074npYvJ5dwO1oqb4f0lPAtyzh3RJuXWM821xsv4pIbIh0fqlAZjVU5-8HEMHI_yqi8oukbLHZ4TOHt6Yl-UDD9EEC2GhxEseDy92OpNiCP9nU8TFp_vYGtd4IRwNPWJbhYJDusHyJ-9Zok8kjwQ6FF9whjrY1oJc9dGEPkrbwUaonIYKfOvMI9MNU9219QyCCFMTEwJramOKoCyQVK1Q3xB8L-XpP817Aw2kpBqhCA2CK-cNjVl4RaYGNz_g7&c=tk_97HiFbMWTJTsHc4q13-GKoWzjNkBwQhj-XF9IKVuwtjeJnoIdnQ==&ch=g1SdkTJc9i1a5hZ_BW17Zn9RJIeIHe137LA5zminM4HPwoViaG-3eQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012Kzlzv1Ut51GjAc0qB34ivfVpT3RIo6ZXkzUVvjgVQFLga3PJDe8y6_sEWFL8snNNdTrJsEhheP8tte0r9SoxaXWWyh50MlXEfDonYb-Jy2CfTzZgweZAIAdSv_-YvCGSmKNiUIfg4hQB6PUaUghiKcY6L2B6Ssm86074npYvJ5dwO1oqb4f0lPAtyzh3RJuXWM821xsv4pIbIh0fqlAZjVU5-8HEMHI_yqi8oukbLHZ4TOHt6Yl-UDD9EEC2GhxEseDy92OpNiCP9nU8TFp_vYGtd4IRwNPWJbhYJDusHyJ-9Zok8kjwQ6FF9whjrY1oJc9dGEPkrbwUaonIYKfOvMI9MNU9219QyCCFMTEwJramOKoCyQVK1Q3xB8L-XpP817Aw2kpBqhCA2CK-cNjVl4RaYGNz_g7&c=tk_97HiFbMWTJTsHc4q13-GKoWzjNkBwQhj-XF9IKVuwtjeJnoIdnQ==&ch=g1SdkTJc9i1a5hZ_BW17Zn9RJIeIHe137LA5zminM4HPwoViaG-3eQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012Kzlzv1Ut51GjAc0qB34ivfVpT3RIo6ZXkzUVvjgVQFLga3PJDe8y6_sEWFL8snNNdTrJsEhheP8tte0r9SoxaXWWyh50MlXEfDonYb-Jy2CfTzZgweZAIAdSv_-YvCGSmKNiUIfg4hQB6PUaUghiKcY6L2B6Ssm86074npYvJ5dwO1oqb4f0lPAtyzh3RJuXWM821xsv4pIbIh0fqlAZjVU5-8HEMHI_yqi8oukbLHZ4TOHt6Yl-UDD9EEC2GhxEseDy92OpNiCP9nU8TFp_vYGtd4IRwNPWJbhYJDusHyJ-9Zok8kjwQ6FF9whjrY1oJc9dGEPkrbwUaonIYKfOvMI9MNU9219QyCCFMTEwJramOKoCyQVK1Q3xB8L-XpP817Aw2kpBqhCA2CK-cNjVl4RaYGNz_g7&c=tk_97HiFbMWTJTsHc4q13-GKoWzjNkBwQhj-XF9IKVuwtjeJnoIdnQ==&ch=g1SdkTJc9i1a5hZ_BW17Zn9RJIeIHe137LA5zminM4HPwoViaG-3eQ==
https://bit.ly/3PYh0nS
https://bit.ly/3PCvv0R

